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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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A  radio  talk  iDy  Rowena  Schmidt  Carpenter,  Bareau  of  Hi>4ae-Sf;t?K55ics7 
delivered  through  TOO -and  39  ot:ier  radio  stations  associated  with  the  ITational 
Broadcasting. Company,  March  12,  1931«  , 

--oOo—  ' 

How  do  you 'do,  HomeraakBrsl   ,         '  '  ■'  ''„■,',  '  . 

It  is  so  nice  to  keep  on  hearing  from  one -after  another  of  you.  Your 
letters  and  req\iests  for  our  bulletins,  you  see,  are  the  only  waj'-s  I  can  know 
if  I  ari  talking  ahout  -  suhjects  that -interest  and  help  you» 

Sometimes  I  decide,  as  I- did  today,  that  a  good  many  of  us  face  the  same 
prohlem  at  the  same  time,  and  siiice  I've  "been  conscious  of  the  condition  of  the 
floors 'at  our  hous6  for  several  W  eeks,  I  thought  mayhe  this  was' a  good  chance 
to  catch  you  with  a  qu.estion  too  about  waxing,  oiling,  or  refinishing  floors. 

Jot  hardwood  floors  there  is  nothing  quite  as  good  as  warring.    Wax  properly 
applied  brings  out  the  beauty  of  the  grain,  and  preserves  the  natural  color  of 
the' wood.    And  as  for  wear,  ev^n  hard' usage  will  make  waxed  floors  improve  with 
age;  that  is  of  course  if  they  receive  -  some  at tenti  oii  and  care.    Perhaps  that 
seems  like  a  pretty  big  if_  to  you,  because  it  does  take  a  good  deal  of  hard -work 
now  and  then  to  polish  ^d  care  for  floors  with  a  wa-x  finish.    But  let  me  remind 
you  that  the  labor  of  keeping  such  floors  in  condition  is  much  less  if  the, 
seasonal  cleaning  and  waxing  are  carefully  and  thoroughly  done.    Just  how  often 
you  have  to  clean  off  the  old  wax  and  apply  new,  no  one  but  yourself  can  decide* 
That  depends  upon  the  kind  of  floor  you  have,  how  smoothly  it  is  laid,  -how  much 
it  is  walked  over,  and  perhaps  how  soiled  and  how  r ough  the  soles  of  your  children' 
shoes  are  I    But  anyway,  if  there  is  so  little  wax  left  that  the  floor  no  longer 
takes  a  good  polish,  or  if  there  are  stains  and  spots  that  spoil  the  appearance, 
it's  time  to   dissolve  off  the  film  of  dirty  wax  on  the  surface,  remove  the  stains, 
and  apply  new  wax. 


You  will  find  that  turpentine  or  gasoline  will  remove  the  wax  easiest  and 
at  the  same  time  will  leave  the  floor  bright «    Both  of  these  solvents  are  very 
inflammable,  so  be  sure  there  is  no  flame  lighted  in  the  room  where  you  are 
working,  and  as  an  extra  precaution  keep  your  turpentine  or  gasoline  in  a  tightly 
corked  container,  pouring  out  just  a  little  at  a  time  on  a  cloth  as  you  need  it. 
Most  of  the  stains  will  come  up  with  the  wax.     Some  may  have  to  be  washed  or 
scrabbed  off  with  water,  and  such  stubborn  and  penetrating  stains  as  inlc  and  iron 
rust  must  be  removed  with  oxalic  acid  solution.    All  traces  of  soap  or  other 
cleansers  and  of  the  acid  solution  mast  be  removed,  and  the  floor  must  be 
perfectly  dry  before  the  re-waxing  is  done. 

In  applying  wax,  don't  be  too  generous.    If  you  put  a  great  deal  of  wax 
on  the  floor  at  once,  you  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  produce  a  high  polish 


Over 


even       very  hard  raboin>g,  and  aside  fro.a  tlir.t,  there  r/ill  ha  oxcra  wa:-:  in  a 
sort  of  soft  coat  on  the  surface  -  that-- i^ill- -collect  dust  and  130001110  guniiny. 
Surface  wax  shows  mars  and  scratches  "badly,  too« 

■i?hei.  light  application  of  wa:-:  is  rubhod  into  the  floor,  a:id  the  hard  finish 
tajrcs  on  a  hcaatif-al  gloss.    A  weiglited  "brush  or  polisher  -dth  9,  long  handle 
rn-^Jres  polishing  easy.     The  -TCight  need  not  "be  heavy;  it  is  the  friction  that 
does  ■"ho  ^Tork.     Chore  arc  light  polishers  weighing  only  a  few  jjouiids  that  can 
he  handled  hy  any  of  us  easily.    An  improvised  polisher  can  he  nadc  from  a  smooth 
"brick  '-^il'-h  woolen  material  sewed  neatly  aroiJ-nd  it,   .-Attach  o.  long  handle  if 
possihle  GO  3^ou  can  work  in  an  upright  position.     It  is  "bad  enough  to  have  t-o 
"■orlz  on  hands  and  laiees  whil'   applying  the  wax,  .  ... 

After  doing  a.  thorough  jph  of -this  kind,  keep  your  ,  wa::ed  floors  in  good 
condition  hy  frequent  care.     Sweep  then  up  with  a  soft  "brush  or  wool  mop  that 
'^-1  entirely  free  from  oil.    And  perhaps  once-  a  -week  or  as  needed,  wipe,  up  the 
floor  i-.lth -a  cloth  noistened  with  a  vorr."  little  tarp'ontino  or  gasoline,  not 
enough  tO;  remove  all  the  wa::,  only  enough  to  remove,  the,  .dirty  layer  on  top.  A 
•clean  cloth  wrung  out  of  .'varm,  ,slightly  soa-oy  water:  ma3^  , be  iised,  but  water  dulls 
and  whitens  a  wa::cd  floor  so  that  harder  polishing  is-  necessar;,'  to  restore  the 

'luster.        •       -  ..  X    ,  .  ■ .  .  . 

So  imich  for  waxed  floors.    But  perhaps  .your  problem  just  .now  is  rofinishing 
•a-kitchen  floor  by  oiling  with  linseed  oil,  or  maybe  .yo';''..are  about  t'o  varnish, 
''stain,  or  paint  some  of  your  floors.     If  so  you  will,  find  Farmers'  Su],lotin  1219, 
•  "Jloors  .rnd  Floor  ''overings",  full  of , l^elpful  suggestions. 

IJo::t  Thursday  Miss  3c3s  Yiemont,  whom  you  romem"b,ei'^ .  I  nm  sure,  will  bo  with 
■KiO'  to  give  you  some  helpful  hints  on  the  making.- of  spring  curtains.  G-oodbyo, 
Tlomemal^iors,  until  next  week.         .....  ,  ; 


